Immunogenetics of autoantibodies and autoimmune diseases.
The genetic contribution to the development of autoimmune disease is most likely complex. Along with loci controlling histocompatibility antigens and T-cell receptor proteins, genes that encode autoreactive immunoglobulins may have an important role in the pathogenesis of rheumatoid arthritis and related autoimmune diseases. Although much previous work in this area has concentrated on human monoclonal paraproteins and autoimmune mouse strains, the studies reviewed here examine immunoglobulin genes in the normal human population and normal mouse strains as well as in patients with autoimmune disease. Taken together, these studies suggest that genetic control of the expression of autoimmunity in rheumatoid arthritis and related autoimmune disorders is complex and most likely involves multiple gene loci.